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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-31 are pending. 



Double Patenting 

2. The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created doctrine grounded in public 
policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the unjustified or improper timewise extension of the 
"right to exclude" granted by a patent and to prevent possible harassment by multiple assignees. A 
nonstatutory obviousness-type double patenting rejection is appropriate where the conflicting claims are not 
Identical, but at least one examined application claim is not patentably distinct from the reference claim(s) 
because the examined application claim is either anticipated by, or would have been obvious over, the 
reference claim(s). See, e.g., In re Berg, 140 F.3d 1428, 46 USPQ2d 1226 (Fed. Cir. 1998); Ir) re Goodman, 11 
F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Long!, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 1985); In re 
Van Omum, 686 F.2d 937. 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 
1970); and In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969). 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(c) or 1.321(d) may be used to 
overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory double patenting ground provided the 
conflicting application or patent either is shown to be commonly owned with this application, or claims an 
invention made as a result of activities undertaken within the scope of a joint research agreement. 

Effective January 1, 1994, a registered attomey or agent of record may sign a terminal disclaimer. A 
terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with 37 CFR 3.73(b). 



3. Claims 1-2 and 24 are provisionally rejected on the ground of nonstatutory 
obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-2 and 15 of 
copending Application No. 10/600382. Although the conflicting claims are not identical, 
they are not patentably distinct from each other because both applications use steps 
that are clearly similar. For example claim 1 of instant application states "create the 
reference", claim 1 of application 10/600382 states "create a reference". The last step 
in claim 1 of the instant application recites "creating a record containing the reference 
and the index for the first data object" while the last step of claim 1 of application 
10/600382 recites "creating a record containing the reference and the link to each sub- 
object in the referenced portion". In effect both state the same thing. 
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This is a provisional obviousness-type double patenting rejection because the 
conflicting claims have not in fact been patented. 

Claims 3-8 and 25-26 are dependent on independent claims 1 and 24 and 
therefore carry the same deficiency. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of canrying out his invention. 

5. Claims 9-23. 25, 28-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as 
failing to comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in 
the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use 
the invention. 

Claims 9, 17, 25 and 28 recite "second view of data" in the body of the claims. 
The claims and the specification do not show how this view is obtained or what is meant 
by second view. 

Claims 10-16, 18-23 and 29-31 are dependant of claims 9 and 17 and therefore 
carry the same deficiency. 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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7. Claims 1-8, 9-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 recites "to create the reference" in line 4. It is unclear to the examiner 
who does the creating or if the creating is tied to remaining claim steps. 

Claim 3 recites the limitation "the view of data" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 3 recites the limitation "a table of query results" in line 2. It is unclear to 
the examiner as to where the query results come from. There is no query involved in 
this or parent claim. 

Claims 2, 4-8 are dependent on claim 1 and therefore carry the same deficiency. 

Claim 9 recite "second view" which is not defined making it vague and confusing. 
Claims 10-16 are dependent on claim 1 and therefore carry the same deficiency. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

8. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 
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9. Claims 1,9,17 and 24-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 1, 9, 17, 27 do not list any hardware (i.e. computer) tied to the steps in 
order to store results or operate the steps of the claims therefore resulting in software 
only implementation. 

Claims 24, 25 and 26 are not limited to tangible embodiments. In view of 
applicant's disclosure, specification page 5, paragraph 0021, the medium is not limited 
to tangible embodiments. As such, the claim is not limited to statutory subject matter 
and is therefore non-statutory. 

To overcome this type of 101 rejection the claims need to be amended to include 
only the physical computer media and not a transmission media or other intangible or 
non-functional media. For this specification, signal-bearing media would be not 
statutory but storage media would be statutory. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

10. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b). by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty In the English language. 

11. Claims 1-10, 12-22 and 24-30 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Bavs et al. (US 2003/0018632). 

As per claim 1 Bavs et al. is directed to a method for associating a reference with 
a portion of a first view of data, comprising: 

providing an interface allowing a user to select the referenced portion and to 
create the reference, wherein the referenced portion comprises at least two sub-objects 
visible in the first view of data (page 4, paragraph 0050, lines 7-9, wherein "reference" 
means "annotation"; page 4, paragraph 0053); 

creating a link to each sub-object in the referenced portion (page 2, paragraph 
0020, lines 1-6); 

and creating a record containing the reference and the link to each sub-object in 
the referenced portion (page 2, paragraph 0020, lines 1-9). 

As per claim 2 Bavs et al. is directed to the reference comprises an annotation 
describing the referenced portion (page 4, paragraph 0052, lines 13-15). 



As per claim 3 Bavs et al. is directed to 
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the view of data comprises a table of query results (figure 2 shows "interface" 
with icons, rows and columns); 

and the at least two sub-objects comprise cells in the table of query results 
(figure 2 shows "interface" with icons, rows and columns); 

and the referenced portion comprises at least one row of cells visible in the table 
of query results (figure 2 shows "interface" with icons, rows and columns). 

As per claim 4 Bays et al. is directed to the referenced portion comprises the 
entire table of query results (page 1, paragraph 0013, lines 11-16). 

As per claim 5 Bays et al. is directed to the link to each sub portion indicates a 
table, row, and column defining a corresponding cell (page 2, paragraph 0020, lines 3-6, 
wherein "link" means "pointer information"). 

As per claim 6 Bays et al. is directed to the link to each sub-object comprises an 
index having one or more parameters generated based on a table, row, and column 
defining the corresponding cell (page 2, paragraph 0020, lines 3-6, wherein "link" means 
"pointer information"). 

As per claim 7 Bays et al. is directed to further comprising creating an entry in a 
link table for each sub-object in the referenced portion, wherein the entry for each sub- 
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object contains an indication of the reference (page 2, paragraph 0020, lines 3-6, 
wherein link" nfieans "pointer infomiation"). 

As per claim 8 Bays et al. is directed to the entry for each sub-object contains an 
identifier uniquely identifying the record containing the reference (page 2, paragraph 
0020, lines 3-6, wherein "link" means "pointer information"). 

As per claim 9 Bays et al. is directed to a method for providing an indication of a 
reference to a portion of a first view of data, comprising: 

providing an interface allowing display of a second view of data (figure 2 shows 
"interface" with icons, rows and columns and different view button; page 3, paragraph 
0038, lines 7-9, wherein "second view" means "views"); 

analyzing the second view of data to identify sub-objects visible in both the 
second view of data and the referenced portion of the first view of data (figure 2 shows 
"Interface" with icons, rows and columns; page 3, paragraph 0038, lines 10-14); 

and providing an indication of the reference in the interface, only if a 
predetermined set of sub-objects visible in the second view of data are visible in the 
referenced portion of the first view of data (page 3, paragraph 0038, lines 10-19). 

As per claim 10 Bays et al. is directed to analyzing the second view of data to 
identify sub-objects visible in both the second view of data and the referenced portion of 
the first view of data comprises: 
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obtaining a set of sub-object linl^s stored with the reference (page 3, paragraph 
0038, lines 14-15); 

and identifying sub-objects identified by the sub-object links that are visible in the 
second view of data (figure 2 shows "interface" with icons, rows and columns; page 3, 
paragraph 0038. lines 14-19). 

As per claim 12 Bavs et al. is directed to providing an indication of the reference 
in the interface only if each sub-object visible in the referenced portion of the first view 
of data is visible in the second view of data (figure 2 shows "interface" with icons, rows 
and columns; page 2, paragraph 0017, lines 22-29). 

As per claim 13 Bavs et al. is directed to providing an indication of the reference 
in the interface comprises displaying an icon proximate one or more sub-objects visible 
in the second view of data that are also visible in the referenced portion of the first view 
of data (figure 2 shows "interface" with icons, rows and columns). 

As per claim 14 Bavs et al. is directed to more than one reference is associated 
with one or more portions of data in the second view and separate icons for each 
reference are displayed (figure 2 shows "interface" with icons, rows and columns; page 
2, paragraph 0017, lines 27-29). 
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As per claim 15 Bavs et al. is directed to the reference comprises an annotation 
(page 4, paragraph 0052, lines 13-15); 

and the method further comprises displaying the annotation in response to a user 
selecting the icon (page 4, paragraph 0051 , lines 3-9). 

As per claim 16 Bavs et al. is directed to providing an indication of one or more 
sub-objects visible in the second view of data that are also visible in the referenced 
portion of the first view of data (figure 2 shows "interface" with icons, rows and columns; 
page 4, paragraph 0055, lines 1-3). 

As per claim 17 Bavs et al. is directed to a method of creating and displaying an 
annotation associated with an annotated portion of a first view of data, comprising: 

providing an interface allowing selection of the annotated portion of the first view 
of data and creation of the annotation, wherein the annotated portion comprises at least 
two cells visible in the first view of data (figure 2 shows "interface" with icons, rows and 
columns; page 4, paragraph 0050, lines 7-9, wherein "reference" means "annotation"; 
page 4, paragraph 0053); 

creating a record containing the annotation and a link to each cell in the 
annotated portion (page 2, paragraph 0020, lines 1-9); 

presenting a second view of data (figure 2 shows "interface" with icons, rows and 
columns and different view button; page 3, paragraph 0038, lines 7-9, wherein "second 
view" means "views"); 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/691 ,287 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2165 

analyzing the second view of data to identify cells visible in both the second view 
of data and the annotated portion of the first view of data (page 3, paragraph 0038, lines 
10-14); 

and providing an indication of the annotation, only if a predetemnined set of cells 
visible in the second view of data are visible in the referenced portion of the first view of 
data (page 2, paragraph 0017, lines 22-29). 

As per claim 18 Bavs et al. is directed to the predetermined set of cells 
comprises at least one of: 

all the cells visible in the annotated portion of the first view of data (figure 2); 

a predetemriined number of cells visible in the annotated portion of the first view 
of data (figure 2); 

a specified set of cells visible in the annotate portion of the first view of data 
(figure 2); 

and a predetermined percentage of cells visible in the annotated portion of the 
first view of data (page 2, paragraph 0022, lines 5-7). 

As per claim 19 Bavs et al. is directed to the predetemriined set of cells is 
specified by a user via the interface allowing selection of the annotated portion of the 
first view of data and creation of the annotation (page 2, paragraph 0020). 
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As per claim 20 Bays et al. is directed to providing a mechanism for identifying 
tlie predetermined set of cells, wlierein the mechanism is accessible by a human user 
or a software application (page 2, paragraph 0022, lines 5-7). 

As per claim 21 Bays et aL is directed to the method further comprises creating 
an entry in a link table for each cell in the annotated portion, wherein the entry for each 
cell contains an indication of the annotations (page 2, paragraph 0020, lines 3-6, 
wherein "link" means "pointer information"). 

As per claim 22 Bays et al. is directed to the entry for each cell contains an 
identifier uniquely identifying the record containing the annotation (figure 2; page 2, 
paragraph 0020, lines 3-6, wherein "link" means "pointer information"). 

As per claim 24 Bays et al. is directed to a computer-readable medium containing 
a program for associating an annotation with an annotated portion of a first view of data 
which, when executed by a processor, performs operations comprising: 

providing an interface allowing a user to select the annotated portion and to 
create the annotation, wherein the annotated portion comprises at least two cells visible 
in the first view of data (page 4, paragraph 0050, lines 7-9, wherein "reference" means 
"annotation"; page 4, paragraph 0053);; 

creating a link to each cell in the annotated portion (page 2, paragraph 0020, 
lines 1-6); 
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and creating a record containing the reference and tlie link to each cell in the 
annotated portion (page 2, paragraph 0020. lines 1-9). 

As per claim 25 Bays et al. is directed to displaying of a second view of 
data(figure 2 shows "interface" with icons, rows and columns and different view button; 
page 3, paragraph 0038, lines 7-9, wherein "second view" means "views"); 

analyzing the second view of data to identify cells visible in both the second view 
of data and the annotated portion of the first view of data (figure 2 shows "interface" with 
icons, rows and columns; page 3, paragraph 0038, lines 10-14); 

and providing an indication of the annotation, only if a predetermined set of cells 
visible in the second view of data are visible in the annotated portion of the first view of 
data (figure 2 shows "interface" with icons, rows and columns;page 2, paragraph 0017, 
lines 22-29). 

As per claim 26 Bavs et al. is directed to providing an interface allowing the user 
to specify the predetermined set of cells (page 2, paragraph 0022, lines 5-7). 

As per claim 27 Bavs et al. is directed to a system for creating and displaying 
annotations associated with views of data, comprising: 

an application for displaying views of data (figure 2 shows "interface" with icons, 
rows and columns; page 4, paragraph 0050, lines 8-9); 
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an annotation database for storing annotation records (page 4, paragraph 0052, 
lines 16-17); 

and an annotation system configured to allow a user to create and annotation for 
a selected annotated portion of a first view of data displayed by the application, wherein 
the annotated portion comprises at least two cells visible in the first view of data, create 
cell links to each cell visible in the annotated portion, and create an annotation record 
containing the annotation and the cell links (figure 2; page 3, paragraphs 0027-0032). 

As per claim 28 Bavs et al. is directed to the annotation system is further 
configured to: 

analyze a second view of data displayed by the application to identify cells visible 
in both the second view of data and the annotated portion of the first view of data (figure 
2 shows "interface" with icons, rows and columns; page 3, paragraph 0038, lines 10- 
14); 

and provide an indication of the annotation, only If a predetermined set of cells 
visible in the second view of data are visible in the annotated portion of the first view of 
data (page 2, paragraph 0017, lines 22-29). 

As per claim 29 Bavs et al. is directed to the annotation system is further 
configured to allow a user to specify the predetemiined set of cells (page 2, paragraph 
0022, lines 5-7). 
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As per claim 30 Bays et al. is directed to the system further comprises a link table 
(page 2, paragraph 0020, lines 3-6, wherein "link" means "pointer Infomiatlon"); 

and the annotation system is further configured to create an entry in a link table 
for each cell in the annotated portion of the first view of data, wherein the entry for each 
cell contains an identification of the annotation (page 2, paragraph 0020, lines 3-6, 
wherein "link" means "pointer infomnation"; page 4, paragraph 0052, lines 16-17). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 2. Claims 1 1 , 23 and 31 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of 
the limitations of the base claim and any Intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

1 3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tomasz Ponikiewski whose telephone number Is 
(571)272-1721. The examiner can nomnally be reached on 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A. Gaffin can be reached on (571)272-4146. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomiation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Tomasz Ponikiewski 
March 15, 2006 




